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Entry Number:
Entry Title:
Entry Category:
Judge Number:
Judge Experience: (Please 
indicate any and all that 
pertain to judge with an X 
in the pink box)

PAN-MEMBER TRAD PUB

X PRO-MEMBER X INDIE/SELF PUB

PRE-PUBLISHED X PUBLISHED IN ROMANCE

X CONTEST FINALIST PUBLISHED IN OTHER 
GENRES

Total Score: 96

10 Excellent, ready to submit to 
an industry professional 5

Average, shows promise, but 
should be heavily reworked or 

revised

9 Almost there, needs a few 
tweaks/polishing 4 Aspects are good but others 

need substantial strengthening

8
Above average, needs minor 
work (more than just a few 

tweaks) before submitting to 
3

Readable, but basic craft skills 
are lacking, needs extensive 

work

7

Above average, needs quite a 
bit more work to be ready to 

submit to an industry 
professional

2

Readable, but there are major 
problems, author needs better 
understanding of foundational 

concepts in this area

6

Average, very promising, but 
needs considerable work to be 

ready to submit to an 
industry professional

1 Unreadable

Points Received Possible Points

5 5

5 5

Points Received Possible Points

1010

Total Category Definition Points

TW50

J45
HR

Opens in the right place. Pace is appropriate for genre.
Does the submission grab the reader from the first page and make the reader want to 
read further? Does it pull the reader in immediately?

Does the entry meet the author’s category/sub genre definition? Ex. If it is labeled as 
PN- Paranormal, does it have aspects of a paranormal element?

Category Definition

Scoring Guide

Comments: The author selected historical romance at the sub genre and this fits it perfectly since it is in the 1946 after World War II and before 
1950.

Land of Enchantment Romance Authors
2019 The Writer SAMPLE Score Sheet

All categories are scored. To have the contest be a valuable experience for all entrants, LERA encourages feedback/comments on each score. If 
less than half the possible points in that category is awarded, an explanation in the comments MUST be given to explain the score. 

**Because scoring is based on readiness to be seen by an industry professional, all critique from judges should be viewed in that light and not 
used in lieu of professional editing.**

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society

Opening Hook Scene



2

10 10

Points Received Possible Points

18 20

Points Received Possible Points

9 10

9 10

Points Received Possible Points

10 10

10 10

Points Received Possible Points

10 10

10 10

Points Received Possible Points

9 10

5 5

14 15

Points Received Possible Points

Comments: The attraction of Juliet (H1) to Dawsey (H2) was instantaneous. That said, it took me a while to figure out all the people and who they 
were. Sidney, Juliet, Sophie, Dawsey, Susan, Markham (H3?) were all introduced within the first few pages. They all had distinct writing habits 
and ticks, so that made it a tad easier to follow. Still not quite sure if Juliet is attached to Sidney romantically, but I feel Dawsey and Markham 
might be vying for her attention soon. Markham definitely is attracted to her with the flood of camellias he sent her.

1010

Total Voice Points

Comments: It opens with an introduction via letter to Juliet Ashton to a man named Sidney. Immediately I was drawn in to the story to find out 
what was troubling her and also as a writer I was intrigued. The pace was perfect and read quick and light as if the character was speaking her 
letters to the reader. Within the next few letters (pages) we meet Dawsey. And we’re off to the races from then on.

Comments: The tone and voice is decidedly British and I love it. It matches what post WWII 1940s sounds like in my head. I can hear each person 
distinctly. 

Author voice is clear and distinct. The voice works well for the subject matter and 
plotting within the story

Comments: The setting is as rich as can be although biased based on the letter writer. Not as much taste or touch in them. Some more used of 
senses could be included. Time and space is used well as each letter has to whom it’s addressed and where. Backstory is woven in well. Good 
POV handling, and good sentence lengths. Very conversational

Comments: As it’s told through letters, the main characters have met…so to speak. I am very intrigued by the style of reading things as they come 
in the day to day letters that are sent. The story is moving along well and I can see where things are heading.

Comments: Aside from the possible love triangle to happen, the conflict was up front. Juliet is a writer who is struggling and needing some 
inspiration. She’s lonely too. Internal and external conflict are well hinted at and I see some things down the road being an obstacle (esp with 
Markham who seems to be hunting her with flowers). The hints of Dawsey and his special story make me wonder when he will come into play.

Strong, well-motivated main internal and external conflict is hinted at by the author, and 
author has planted the seed to drive the story forward. Internal and external conflicts 
are balanced. Emotional reactions of love interests are believable.

Opens in the right place. Pace is appropriate for genre.
Does the submission grab the reader from the first page and make the reader want to 
read further? Does it pull the reader in immediately?

Author shows rather than tells; setting has description using the senses (sight, smell, 
touch, hearing, and taste); there is a clear sense of time and place; backstory is woven 
in seamlessly; is it vivid and evocative with varied sentence length and structure?

Writing

Plot is innovative or original as a whole or due to a creative conflict. Opening sets 
foundation for the emotional relationship between the love interests, even if they do not 
meet.

Total Opening Hook Scene Points

Total Plotting Points

Conflict

Dialogue

Total Writing Points

Total Character Points

18 20

POV is clear throughout story, transitions are smooth and easy to follow.

Total Conflict Points

Voice

Characters

Plotting

Well-rounded, interesting, and compelling main character(s) with believable actions and 
reactions and distinct character traits. If the love interest(s) in the relationship is 
introduced, is the attraction and chemistry to the love interest(s) suited to this story? If 
the other love interest(s) is not present, is there a hint of the attraction and chemistry to 
come?
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10 10

10 10

Points Received Possible Points

5 5

5 5

Points Received Possible Points

5 5

5 5

Points Received Possible Points
5 5
10 10
18 20
9 10
10 10
10 10
14 15
10 10
5 5
5 5
96 100

Please describe at least one area this author needs to work on in the space below:

Comments: Not normally a person to read epistolary novels, this one grabbed me and Juliet is a striking character.

Please describe at least one area this author handles well in the space below:

Manuscript is free of spelling, grammar, and punctuation errors. Correct sentence 
structure is used. Manuscript is formatted to industry standards with a neat, 
professional appearance and is easy to read.

Total Mechanics Points

Comments: No errors found.
Total Mechanics Points

Mechanics

Total Writing Points

Finalist: Yes/No

Comments: The few pieces of dialogue included are well done. For example, the teapot episode with the reporter and Juliet. Dialogue tags are a 
little scarce but we know who is speaking based on the ticks each character has. Very appropriate for the setting. Dialogue is natural.

Total Plotting Points

Total Dialogue Points

Dialogue flows naturally and moves story forward. Each character has their own voice 
reflecting their own personality. There is an adequate mixture of dialogue, dialogue 
tags, and action. Is the dialogue appropriate for the time and place of the story?
Is the dialogue natural, not stilted or overly narrative?

If you were a reader in this genre , did the entry grab your interest and make you 
want to read more? Please comment in the space provided.

Total Overall Appeal Points
TOTAL SCORE

Total Conflict Points

Total Overall Appeal Points

Characterization. I can almost hear and see Juliet and Sidney and Sophie.

More senses involved (taste, touch) and also less characters introduced at the start, and maybe a bit more Dawsey and Markham. Maybe even clue 
the reader into the relationship between Sidney and Juliet. They have a very close relationship for author and publisher and it could be confused 

with a love interest.

Total Voice Points

Total Opening Hook Scene Points

The Writer Total Point Breakdown

Total Character Points

Overall Appeal

Total Category Definition Points

Total Dialogue Points


